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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a plural i ty of indicators: device for communicating a packet, the device including 
a_e ach of the plurality of sets of indicators beifl§-associated with a plurality of platform 
la y e rs and a p l ura l ity of proto c o ls; a nd connection interface, the a p l ura l it y o f de v i c e s 

as so ci at e d w ith the pl ur al ity of indicators ^ being activated in response to detected 

protocols associated with the interface: 

e ach dev i c e conf igured t o : 

r e c ei ve a pack e t; 

detect a first protocol as sociat e d w i th th e pack e t; 

caus e th e firs t indicato r to b e act i vat e d i n r e sponse to detecting the fi rst protoco l ; 

d e t e ct a second prot oc o l assoc i at e d w i th th e packet; and 

caus e th e s e cond i nd i cator to be act i vat e d i n r e spon se to de t e ct i ng the s ec ond 
protocol, w h e r e by th e numb e r of i nd i c a t ors d epends o n t h e nu m b e r of protoco l s 
s uppo r t e d by e ach d e v i ce. 

each set of indicators being in a different platform layer and each indicator in 
each set being associated with a different protocol operating within its respective layer; 
and 

whereby, in response to a packet being communicated with the device, one or 
more protocols associated with the packet being detected and the detected protocol 
activating a respective indicator in a respective layer. 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein eash- the device includes a router. 

3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein eaeh- the device includes a switch. 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein eaeh- the device includes a 
storage device. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein e ach the device includes a 
network interface card. 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the packet includes a first header 
and a second header, wherein eaoh- the device is configured to detect the first protocol 
in response to the first header, and wherein e ach the device is configured to detect the 
second protocol in response to the second header. 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein eacfr-the device includes at least 
one hardware component configured to detect the first protocol and the second protocol. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein each the device includes a 
program configured to detect the fir-st-protocol and the s e cond protoco l. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the program includes a device driver. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

providing a pluralit y of i n d icators, e ach indic a tor being assoc i at e d w i th a plura l ity 
of pl at f o rm layers and a plurality of protocols; device for communicating a packet, the 
device including a prov i ding a plurality of d e vic e s assoc ia t e d w i th th e plurality of sets of 
indicators , each dev i c e config ur e d for: associated with a connection interface, the 

recei v ing a p a o ket ; de t e ct i ng a first proto co l a s s oc iate d w ith t h e pac k e t;oaus i ng a first 

in d i c a tor to b e act i vat e d i n r e s ponse t o detecting the first protoco l assoc i at e d w i t h t h e 
pack e t;det e cting a s econd pro toco l assoc ia t e d w i th th e pack e t; andc ausing a second 
i nd i cator to b e activat e d i n r e spon se to detecting the second protoc ol assoc i at e d w i th 
th e pack e t, wh e reby the number of i nd i cators d e p e nds on th e numb e r of p roto c ols 
support e d by ea ch d e v i c e . indicators being activated in response to detected protocols 
associated with the interface; 

providing each set of indicators in a different platform layer, each indicator in 
each set being associated with a different protocol operating within its respective layer; 
and 
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whereby, in response to a packet being communicated with the device, one or 
more protocols associated with the packet being detected and the detected protocol 
activating a respective indicator in a respective layer. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising: 

detecting the first protocol in response to a first header included in the packet; 

and 

detecting the second protocol in response to a second header included in the 

packet. 

12. - 22. (Canceled) A system comprising: 

23. (Withdrawn). A device comprising: 
an adaptor card; 

a protocol indicator panel coupled to the card; 
a plurality of sets of indicators included with the panel; and 
each of the sets of indicators being associated with a different one of a plurality 
of platform layers including: 
a transport layer; 
a network layer; 
a data link layer; and 
a physical layer. 

The method of claim 10 wherein the device transmits a packet. 
The method of claim 10 wherein the device receives a packet. 
The method of claim 10, wherein the device includes a router. 
The method of claim 10, wherein the device includes a switch. 
The method of claim 10, wherein the device includes a storage device. 
The method of claim 10, wherein the device includes a network interface card. 



24. (New) 

25. (New) 

26. (New) 

27. (New) 

28. (New) 

29. (New) 



A-193727_1.DOC 



5 



